THE patient was a woman, aged about 37, with a long past history of functional nervous affections as well as of nmalingering. For the last seven and a half months she had had a chronic bullous or eczema-like eruption, with superficial ulceration, on the front of the abdomen. This was apparently due to local irritation of some kind, but the exact cause could not be ascertained. In spite of treatment the eruption continued on and off till December, 1911, when she was again an in-patient at the German Hospital. At that time the eruption (which had persisted for over nineteen months) was definitely bullous, and involved the whole of the front of the abdomen. The skin was, as a consequence, much discoloured, and reminded one of the appearance of the hands in a severe case of epidprmolysis bullosa. In short, the eruption, considering its localization, corresponded to no known natural disease; and the past history of the patient made it almost certain that it was artificial, and produced in some way or other by local irritation on the part of the patient herself. A starched bandage was applied to the abdomen in order as far as possible to keep the patient's hands away from the affected skin. The bandage, however, became loosened, and probably (by deflating her abdomen) the patient was able to introduce her hand under the upper anterior portion. At any rate, when the bandage was removed, bulle were found to have developed over the corresponding portion of the abdomen, and the house physician, Dr. G. Dorner, observed that there were dark specks in the raised epidermis over some of these bullae. By microscopical examination he found that the dark specks contained minute glistening greenish particles, which he proved to be powdered cantharides, by comparing them under the microscope with the actual powder obtained by crushing up a dried specimen of the blistering beetle, Cantharis vesicatoria. The patient, however, in spite of this evidence, would not acknowledge any deception on her part. In some respects the case might be compared to one recently described by Dr. G. Hirsch at a meeting of the Gynawcological Society of Munich (December 15, 1911) . Hirsch's was that of a woman who within two years had had her vermiform appendix removed, and had had three other abdominal operations performed. On account of menorrhagia she was treated by X-rays and developed ulcers, which gradually spread over her whole abdomen; but these were spurious "X-ray ulcers," and were discovered to be self-inflicted by means of hydrochloric acid.
DISCUSSION.
Dr. GRAHAM LITTLE called the attention of members to a case of artificial dermatitis in a young girl shown by him a few months ago, the sequel of which had been interesting. This girl had been accustomed for many months to produce the skin lesions, probably at night, upon her arms and hands; she had recently been under the care of a Christian scientist, who in the mother's words, by prayer and the "laying on of hands" had completely cured the disease, so that she no longer had the eruption. The child had been recently seen, and the fact of complete freedom from eruption was corroborated-the patient was much more composed, and the anesthesia of the pharynx and palate, which had been extreme, was much less. The, influence of religious suggestion on an impressionable and nervous child no doubt explained this improved state of affairs.
Dr. LIEVEN (Aix-la-Chapelle) said that when the Insurance Act was in full working order in this country there would be many such cases. In Aix one grew accustomed to them in the persons of workers in chemical factories.
Extraordinary skill was shown in producing lesions of the hands.
